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Introduction 


Kanchipuram in Tamilnadu is world renowned for silk weaving industry. Silk and cotton products are majorly pro- 
duced in this region. Similarly, few families of Kanchipuram are engaged in Lungi weaving. Lungi is an unstitched 
cotton material of 2 meters in length traditionally worn by men. Cotton Lungi is particularly worn in regions 
where the heat and humidity create an unpleasant climate for trousers. Fine cotton threads are processed in var- 
ious stages such as cleaning, warping and spinning. The prepared warp beam is loaded into basic and very simple 
pit loom which does not have any jacquard machine attachments and punch cards. Colored threads are arranged 
inparallel along with warp threads to create simple color line patters in Lungi. 


The cotton weaving is also highly practiced in other parts of Tamilnadu like Coimbatore, Salem, Madura, Thanja- 
vur, Tirunelveli and Sankaran Koil. 
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Senior artisan engaged in Lungiweaving process. Women take care of spinning and other weaving 
activities. 
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The basic loom can be easily balanced and It is very easy to accommodate many looms even in 
operated by aged artisans also. small rooms. 
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Tools and Raw Materials 


* Cotton: Cotton is important material purchased from market and processed finely to clear the impurities in the 
yarn. 


¢ Spinning wheel: Spinning wheels are used to spin the yarn.In Kanchipuram, two types of spinning wheels are 
used as per requirement. Wooden spinning wheel is used to spin the cotton bundle into big spool.Metal spinning 
wheel made using cycle wheel is used to spin the yarn from bigger spools into spindles. 

* Spindles: These are used to draw the cotton from spools which can be further inserted into fly-shuttle. 


+ Fly-shuttle: This is used to process the weft through the shed. While weaving in the pit looms. 


¢ Bamboo spool: The tool is made of bamboo splits and it works as spool. It is used to reel the cotton yarn form 
bundle. 


* Warping tools: Different sizes of bamboo poles and other wooden logs are used in warping process. 


* Pit looms: Hand operated looms used in smaller units wherein the power looms are used in larger units to pro- 
duce the products in bulk. 


¢ Color powder: Artificial color powder is used to dye the cotton as per the requirement. 
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Traditional ‘Spinning wheel’. Bamboo poles used in warp making process. 
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Brass metal pins are used to get support while weaving; 
these pins are hooked between cloth and rope. 
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Different sizes of wooden logs are used in construction of loom. 


D’source 


= 7 
e> ea Ss... 


Design Resource 


Lungi Weaving-Kanchipuram 
South Indian Traditional Men’s wear 

by 

Prof. Bibhudutta Baral, Mr. Antony William, 

Mr. Mahesh and Mr. Srikanth 

NID, Bengaluru 


Source: 
http://www.dsource.in/resource/lungi-weaving-kan- 
chipuram/tools-and-raw-materials 


1. Introduction 

2. Tools and Raw Materials 

3. Spinning Process 

4. Warping Process ; Sie eof ode 

5. Weaving and Product Fo el — i 

6. Contact Details & i.) 

y YY jam WS a. 

eee & 


ey 


A reed is used while warping as it makes warp threadseven; reed is a 
small wooden frame with metal teeth. 
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South Indian Traditional Men’s wear The spinning is done manually using spinning wheel. The bundle of yarn is placed on the spinning wheel to wind 
by the yarn from bundles to bamboo spools. This process is done to remove entangles in the yarn which helps for 
Prof. Bibhudutta Baral, Mr. Antony William, smooth horizontal weaving. Cotton yarn which is reeled around bamboo spool is again reed onto spindles.The 
Me Mahesh and Mr Srikanth reeled spindles are further inserted into the fly-shuttle to process the weft.In Kanchipuram, spinning process is 
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Cleaned cotton bundle is placed on the wooden At a time, the wheel can accommodate four yarn 
spinning wheel. bundles. 
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Four ply threadsare made to strengthen the cloth. 
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Deslennesouee ; Warping Process 
Lungi Weaving-Kanchipuram 
South Indian Traditional Men’s wear Warping process is done to prepare the lengthy warp which is later loaded into the loom for weaving. This pro- 
by cess is done early morning in the village streets so that they can avoid thread breakages caused by excess heat. 
Prof. Bibhudutta Baral, Mr. Antony William, Warp threads are stretched and ends are tied between two poles. Artisan examines for breakages and entangles 
Me Mahesh and Mr Srikanth in the warp. Entangles are cleared and breaks are knotted. The warp is sized to make all the threads even. Pre- 


pared warp is rolled and loaded into the loom. 
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6. Contact Details Warp is stretched and tied between two poles. The end part of warp is being tightly knotted to a pole. 
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Colored threads also included in the warp threads to 


create design pattern. 
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Warping is completed and the warp roll is being . Warping is completed and the warp roll is being 
prepared. prepared. 
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Nearlyfour to five people required to complete 
warping process. 
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Closer view of warp threads being connected to 
loom. 


4 


D’source 


Digital Learning Environment for Design - ww 


Design Resource 


Lungi Weaving-Kanchipuram 


South Indian Traditional Men’s wear 

by 

Prof. Bibhudutta Baral, Mr. Antony William, 
Mr. Mahesh and Mr. Srikanth 

NID, Bengaluru 


Source: 
http://www.dsource.in/resource/lungi-weaving-kan- 
chipuram/weaving-and-product 


1. Introduction 

2. Tools and Raw Materials 
3. Spinning Process 

4. Warping Process 

5. Weaving and Product 

6. Contact Details 


13 


Weaving and Product 


* Weaving Process: 

Weaving process is initiated after warping. Each thread from warp is attached to the loom threads which are left 
intentionally from the old warp. Generally, women take care of knotting process. Once knotting is done, the warp 
is ready for weaving. The weave is formed by interlacing the warp and the weft. The warp threads are processed 
with fly-shuttle with a cotton spindle loaded in it. The fly-shuttle travels from one end to another end, thus the 
weave formed by beating the wooden frame which is in front of the weaver. The formed weave is wounded to a 
wooden beam. The length of unwoven warp is left purposely at the starting of weaving and completion of one 
Lungi weaving. On completion of weaving the Lungiis folded traditionally and kept ready for marketing. 


+ Products: 

Lungi is a casual wear worn around the waist by men in Tamil Nadu and also in other states of India.The body 

of the material is plain throughout and 2 meters in length. Extra care has been taken to maintain the super fine 
quality.Some of the designs are influenced by geometrical patterns such as lines and small checks in limited con- 
trast colors. The popular colors used in Lungi weaving are light blue, dark blue, green, brown and white. 
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Artisan weaving pure white cotton Lungi. Checks Pattern is achieved by adding colored cotton 
threads in warp as well as in weft. 
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The small breaks in the thread have to be always Brass metal pins are hooked to rope at both ends to 
corrected by weavers while weaving. tighten the cloth. 
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The woven cloth is wound on weavers beam and Weft thread is joined to the warp thread by beating to 
reeds are adjusted to continue weaving. form Lungi. 
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More thread counts increase the thickness of the cloth. 
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Women folding woven Lungi piece. Artisan displaying the product which is ready for 
market. 
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Contact Details 


This documentation was done by Professor Bibhudutta 
Baral, Antony William, Mahesh, Srikanth at NID, Bengaluru. 


You can get in touch with Professor Bibhudutta Baral at 
bibhudutta[at]nid.edu. 


You could write to the following address regarding sug- 
gestions and clarifications: 


Helpdesk Details: 

Co-ordinator 

Project e-kalpa 

R & D Campus 

National Institute of Design 

#12 HMT Link Road, Off Tumkur Road 
Bengaluru 560 022 

India. 


Phone: +91 80 2357 9054 
Fax: +91 80 23373086 
Email: dsource.in[at]gmail.com 


